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AROSNTIK3  i^AT  PRODUCT ?F    1937  -  19^9 

In  the  last  decade  and  a  half  the  Argen- Ine  livestock  industry  has 
progressed  from  a  period  when  outlets  were  hi  rd  to  find  for  the  export  surplus, 
which  comprised  about  two-fifths  of  the  prodt  ;tion,  through  World  War  II  when 
meat  supplies  were  sought  by  importing  count*  les,  to  a  period  when  domestic 
consumption  in  Argentina  has  risen  to  a  point  where  the  e ^-portable  surplus 
is  about  one-fourth  of  total  production,  exel  isive  of  farm.    During  this  same 
period  Argentina  has  undergone  periods  of  adv  :rse  weather  conditions,  in 
1942-43,  19^4-45  an(i  19*49- 50 •    Also  political  and  economic  changes  have  occurred 
in  the  country,  which  have  affected  al"1  basic  industries.    While  serviceable 
estimates  covering  the  trends  in  livestock  si  ughter,  meat  production,  con- 
sumption and  exports  for  years  1937  through  1  49  have  been  available,  official 
statistics  recently  released  by  the  Argentine  Government  now  make  it  possible 
to  have  a  more  accurate  review  of  the  trends    n  this  period. 


Cattle 


Cattle  marketings, which  totaled  7*9  mill  on  head  in  1937»  reached  the 
peak  in  19^-7  when  9.8  million  head  were  marke  .ed,  and  dropped  to  9«6  million 
head  in  19^9i  slightly  less  than  those  of  194  •     The  officially  recorded 
slaughter  of  cattle,  however,  rose  from  J, 2  million  head  in  1937  to  5.9  million 
head  in  194-9,  with  the  19U5  slaughter  of  6.C  million  being  the  lowest  in  this 
period.     In  194^  exports  of  live  cattle  reached  41^,000  head,  the  largest 
number  exported  in  the  period  I937"l9li9»     In  1949,  however,  live  cattle  exports 
totaled  only  93*000  head  as  a  result  of  restrictions  imoosed  upon  these  exoorts 
in  an  effort  to  maximize  meat  exports  at  the  expense  of  live  cattle  shipments, 
which  were  less  remunerative  than  meat  under  the  Andes  Agreement.   (See  table  1.) 

Beef  and  veal  production,  exclusive  of  farm,  reached  the  peak  of  4.2 
billion  pounds  in  l949t  an  increase  of  20  percent  above  the  1937~39  average 
of  3.5  billion  pounds.    Of  this  total,  the  proportion  for  export  was  the 
smallest  on  record,  only  24*3  percent,  in  contrast  with  the  high  of  1942 
when  4^.0  -oercent  of  the  total  represented  production  for  export.    On  the  other 
hand,  the  proportion  for  domestic  consumption  reached  75» 7  percent  in  1949,  in 
comparison  with  the  low  of  55»0  percent  in  19^5*  reflecting  the  increasing 
consumer  demand  for  meat. 
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In  actual  quantity,  however,  the  total  "beef  processed  for  exoort  in  19*4-9 
was  slightly  above  1,0  "billion  pounds,  while  export  production  reached  almost 
1.7  "billion  pounds  in  19^1,  the  peak  in  this  13  year  period.  The  l9*+9  export 
dropped  about  *-'-00  million  pounds  "below  the  average  for  the  1937*" 39  period. 

Domestic  consumption  of  "beef  and  veal,  excluding  farm,   totaled  about 
3.2  "billion  pounds  in  19^9»  an  increase  of  more  than  1.1  "billion  pounds  above 
the  1937"39  average.     (See  tables  2  and  3.) 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

The  official  slaughter  of  sheep  and  lambs  in  19*4-9  totaled  7,3*4-9,000  head, 
the  lowest  since  1937  when  7>0^1»000  head  were  slaughtered.     This  was  over 

percent  below  19^*4,  when  a  record  total  of  about  12.6  million  head  was 
recorded. 

Mutton  and  lamb  production,  excluding  farm,  in  19^-9  was  about  60  million 
pounds  below  19^8  and  more  than  200  million  pounds  below  the  19*4-*J-  peak  of  511 
million  pounds.     The  proportion  for  export  in  I9^9i  however, represented  62.3 
percent  of  the  total,  in  comparison  with  *4-9«l  percent  in  the  1937~39  period. 
Correspondingly,   the  percentage  of  mutton  and  lamb  produced  for  consumption 
decreased  from  51*0  percent  in  1937™39  to  37*  7  percent  in  19*4-9 •   (See  tables  k 
and  5. ) 

Hogs 

Total  official  hog  slaughter,  in  the  period  under  review,   reached  a  peak 
of  U. 5  million  head  in  19^»  declining  to  a  low  of  1.1  million  head  in  19^7* 
The  19^9  total  of  1*7  million  head  showed  an  increase  of  about  3O  percent 
above  the  preceding  year  and  a  similar  increase  above  the  1937~39  average. 
Hog  slaughter  for  export  in  19*4-9  dropped  to  20. k  percent  of  the  total,  the 
lowest  since  19*4-0  when  1*4-.  U  percent  of  the  total  slaughter  went  into  export. 
Correspondingly,  slaughter  for  domestic  consumption  increased  to  79«6  percent 
of  the  total,  in  contrast  with  the  year  19*4-**  when  52*S  percent  was . earmarked 
for  consumption. 

Pork  production,  excluding  farm,   totaled  ^UO  million  pounds  in  19*4-9*  an 
increase  of  about  27  percent  above  the  previous  year  and  5^  percent  above  the 
1937-39  average.     The  pork  output  was  increased  substantially  during  World 
War  II,  reaching  a  record  level  of  83O  million  pounds  in  19^»  almost  3  times 
larger  than  the  prewar  production*     Increased  consumer  demand  for  pork  pro- 
ducts has  reduced  the  percentage  for  export  to  20.7  percent  in  15^9 <   in  con- 
trast with  27.6  percent  in  the  1937-39  period  and  a  high  of  U8.3  percent  in 
19UU.     (See  tables  6  and  7) 

Total  Meat  Production 

Total  production  of  meat  in  l$*4-9,  exclusive  of  farm,   reached  U,863  million 
pounds,  exceeded  only  by  19*4-7  when  the  meat  output  totaled  *4-,922  million  pounds » 


ARGENTINA:  TOTAL  MEAT  PRODUCTION  FOR  EXPORT  AND  CONSUMPTION,  1937-49* 


1937    1938    1939    1940    1941    1942    1943    1944    1945   1946    1947    1948  1949 


'EXCLUSIVE  OF  FARM  PRODUCTION 


U.  S  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  NEG.  1478  OFFICE  OF  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  RELATIONS 
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The  15^9  output  was  over  20  percent  above  the  1937~39  average,  with  "beef  and 
veal  representing  87  percent  of  the  total  in  19^-9  ana  88  percent  in  prewar. 
(See  table  8.) 

Total  meat  production  for  export  in  19^9  showed  a  decrease  of  U  percent 
below  the  ^receding  year,  approximately  22  percent  below  the  1937"~3S  average. 
On  the  other  hand,   the  19^9  production  for  domestic  consumption  exceeded  the 
prewar  level  by  more  than  5^  percent. 


Prepared  by  Hazel  B.  Kefauver,  based  on  a  report  from  C.  A.  Boonstra,  American 
Embassy,  Buenos  Aires 


TABLE  1.      MARKETING  OF  CATglj  IN  ARGENTINA,     1937    -  19^9 


Registered 

Live 

Estimated 

Total 

Year 

slaughter 

exports 

unregistered 

marketings 

farm  slaughter 

1,000  head 

1,000  "head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1937 

7,l6l 

71   |  687 

7,919 

193S 

7,069 

123 

70U 

7,B96 

1939 

7,^55 

7lU 

8,303 

19^0 

6,98H 

7,8lU 

19^1 

7,578 

120 

697 

2,395 

19^2 

7,13s 

153 

563 

7,851+ 

19^3 

6,69s 

2^8 

528 

19^U 

6,520 

2UU 

568 

7,332 

19U5 

5,975 

klk 

608 

6,997 

19^6 

3^0 

731 

2,257 

19^7 

2,733 

3Ug 

67^ 

9,755 

19U8 

2,597 

U09 

606 

9,612 

19U9 

8,906 

93 

600 

9,599 

Source:  Ministiy  of  Agriculture  and  National  Meat  Board. 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  IO/31/5O 
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TABIzl  8„     ARGBNTIJfc:     PRODUCTION  OF  BY  TYPiS, 

ANHTAL  1937-19^9 


Year 

Beef  and 
Veal 

Mutton 
and  lamb 

1 

■ 

Pork 

(excl.  lard) 

Total 
iiJxcl.  farm 

Farm  1/ 

To  tal 

incl.  farm 

 1 

Ml  1 .  ID. 

Mil.  ID. 

Ml  1  •  ID. 

VIA  T  H 

Ml  1 .  ID. 

ft/?-?  T         T  V 

Ml  1 «    1 D  • 

Ml  1 .  ID. 

l 

1937 

25^ 

2bl 

\  1     P\/"\1 1 

4,  004 

193- 

3,  uoo 

294 

201 

3,895 

1939 

3*652 

275 

200 

19U0 

3,  Uoo 

292 

202 

3,89^ 

19H1 

_    _  r 
3.765 

299 

321 

U,3S5 

19U2 

3.5^2 

U09 

U58 

k,U09 

6U0 

5,0U9 

I9k3 

3,2b9 

U77 

62U 

U.390 

625 

5,015 

19kH 

3,33S 

511 

83O 

M79 

6U5 

5.32U 

19^5 

2,9Ll9 

U76 

GuQ 

11,105 

750 

M55 

19^6 

3,uoU 

h6i 

k02 

U,287 

770 

5,057 

19^7 

U.197 

507 

218 

U.922 

705 

5,627 

19^ 

U',075 

36O 

267 

U,702 

580 

5,282 

19U9 

U.219 

30U 

3UO 

UfS63 

5U5 

I 

5,U08 

! 

%f    Unofficial  estimates 
Source:  Ministry  of  Agriculture 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  gelations  IO/31/5O 


